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Corresponding to the extreme 
weather like Sandy in New 
York City, a sponge landform 
system with the soft manip-
ulation of ground to manage 
the urban sewage fresh wa-
ter and salt tidal water can 
reframe the urban fabric by 
promoting emergent ecolog-
ical process and human ac-
tivities. This sponge man-
ages the two competing water 
systems at the same time; 
absorbing, retaining and 
releasing water, and serv-
ing as a filter and buffer 
between ocean and city. The 
urban fabric would reflect 
and register the ecologi-
cal changes as well, mean-
ing the highly diversified 
building types, densities, 
and functions represent the 
new ecological gradient on 
the site, created by the 
sponge water system. The 
design aims to create a dy-
namic, resilient, and flex-
ible framework rather than 
a fixed master plan, which 
allows human to live with 
the dynamics safely.
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